
NK() AVALANCHE of German
opinion on the proposed con-

it.tution for the league of na¬

tions has reached us. Ameri¬
cans have been for the most part in the
dark as to just bow Germany did react.
1! was only known in a general way that
she was very anxious to see Mr. Wil¬
son's fourteen points its cornerstone.

Editorial opinion has at length begun
to sift in; and, from the German papers,
it is now possible to glean a fairly com¬

prehensive idea of the German attitude.
"Ein Völkerbund der Sieger".a

league of the victors: this is the unani¬
mous verdict of the German press on the
draft of the covenant. The Socialist
"Vorwärts" employs the expression and
so docs the conservative organ, the "Ber¬
liner Neueste Nachrichten," which, un¬
der ordinary circumstances, would be
ashamed of being caught in such com¬

pany. And in the "Berliner Tageblatt"
Count Max Montgelas, the Bavarian
general who, in 1916, was dismissed for
his humane conduct, declares: "The
Paris draft is not that of a league of
nations, but of an armed alliance against
Germany." He continues:

"Conciliatory spirit and self-abnegation
also have their limit. The league of nations
still remains the most desirable of war ob¬
jects, but only inasmuch as it rests on a

just peace and as within its framework a
condition of right is created and guaranteed,
and not a wrong perpetuated."
The objections of the German press

against the draft of the covenant may
be grouped under two principal head¬
ings. The one refers to the structure of
tin* league, more particularly to the om¬
nipotence of the executive council and
the method and conditions of admission
to membership. The second is directed
against Article <s of the proposed con¬
stitution, dealing with the limitation of
armaments.

The preponderance of the executive
council over the meeting of the body of
delegates is emphasized by tin* "Frank¬
furter Zeitung" (bourgeois radical, Feb¬
ruary IK). "This council," the paper
says, "is not elected by the convention
of delegates, nor by anybody else, fur
that matter, but, instead, the draft ap¬
points to it the representatives of
America, Great Britain, France, Italy
and Japan as members by divine right,'
s«» to speak, and concedes to the body of
delegates the right, to select four more
state representatives (a minority, that

i. For these four scats all the smaller
.uni tli<> former neutrals (as In

whose fate not a word is said) may light,
among each other and also with Ger¬
many and Russia, so far as the selection

ti"! facilitated by an <«¦ priori Entente

majority." The paper argues that in so
far as the membership of the executive
council is fixed by statute, it is impos¬
sible not to include Germany and Rus¬
sia; a larger representation for the
minor states also is indispensable. The
present method is a negation of democ¬
racy, as "any one who assumes an un¬
alterable right to sit permanently on the
council, and assures himself a majority
by statute, is not behaving democrati¬
cally and betrays a nervous anxiety in¬
stead of showing confidence." The pres¬
ent system encourages favoritism within
the league and blackmail in regard to
outsiders.

"Vorwärts" (February 17) declares
itself in favor of any scheme that
promises to end war. Its enthusiasm for
such a plan, it says, is in direct propor¬
tion to the plausibility of the plan's suc¬
cess. However, the present proposal es¬

tablishes, in accordance with the laws of
power, merely a league of the states that
won the war, and gives these states
forthwith five seats in the executive
council. "Thereby the league partakes
at once of a trustlike character. The
five great conqueror states act as its
founders, making the preponderance of
England and America manifest; the rest
of the states are treated as outsiders who
may acquire, the right of admission
through the good will of the founders.
The question presents itself, On what
this good will shall depend; What fees
the several states will have to pay for
admission."
According to the "Berliner Neueste

Nachrichten" (conservative, February
17) the proceedings at Paris justify the
apprehension that the member states
will have no real rights in the league,
that the executive council, and not the
body of delegates, will be the decisive
instance. The Kölnische Zeitung (na¬
tional liberal) points out the parallelism
lui ween the tripartite machinery of the
league and that established by the Hague
convention in 1907, adding that of the
three "the executive council is the real
soul of the league." The division of
powers and functions among the three
organs, executive council, body of dele¬
gates and secretariat, reminds the litigue
correspondent of the "Berliner Tage¬
blatt" (bourgeois radical, February '28)
of the American Constitution, although
in other respects the draft is more an
English (ban an American product.
That the whole draft bears a distinct
Anglo-Saxon stamp s«.cms to this writer
beyond question; the Anglo-Saxon char¬
acter is indicated already by (he use of
tho term "covenant," which is un¬
translatable into either French or (íer-
man.
The chief concern of the German

[ires:; (as that of the French) may be
.summed up in the question: Will the

The Czarina's Last
Love Letter

fT^ilk. Chicago poet, Carl Sandburg,
i\ aya "The Tacoma Times," liasJSL brought back to America from

Stockholm a most remarkable
letti ;. Il sa lei 1er said to have been
....ni ten b> the unhappy Czarina of Rus¬
sia to the Czar just before the latter's
abdication. Mr. Sandburg is quoted as
calling it "the strangest letter of love,politics, war and religion ever written
by a woman," The text of the letter,published by the above-mentioned
paper, follows;

r ai koc Selo, beb. 27, 1917.
"M\ Bi _t Beloved: Sorrow and a hurt

v-a. tne when I let you go byIf without any company at all from
«'iir rare little Bebe. What a ghastly time

'¦ « are living through! And our part¬ing at thia time makes it all the mure
For now when you arc tired and

worn out I cannot be m;\r by to take care<«f j ou.

("God a heavy cross on you. I
deep within mo that I could help

you carry this burden. You are brave
and plucky. With a!! my soul 1 am suffcr-i g with you, more than I can say in anywordfl I write you. What can i do moreMian pray to God and pray again'.' Our
«¡ear friend (Rasputin), who now- finds him-
: elf in the other world, he, too, prays to
God for you. There he is near to us,But how willingly I would consent to heat
his comforting and quiet voice now. 1
am convinced God is going to reward yoifor what you must now suffer and static
against. But how long mu_t wo mow wait'

"It docs treni as though our .ituatiot
is going to improve. My dear, all yoi
need is to be firm and .how th« strengt!of your hand! That i. just what the Rus
tdans need. You have never failed to shov
them kindness and goodness of heart; le
them now understand that your list i
doubled and ready] They ask that of yoi
themselves. Many have .-aid lately to m<
"We tk-pA the knout.' It Is strai

nature of the Slav.
"To hi' firm now means to be cruel air

warmly loving at one and the .ame tim.
1 rom the time they first came to kno.
you and Kaiinjin (Minister Protopopov
they have been moro quiet. You mus
tf-ach them to be afraid of you-your afTec
tion is too littlo for .horn. A child tha
care« for it» iather must, be afraid to b

»bedient and bring sorrow to its fathei
«Sometimes a man mum drive with tfgh
y in«, not loose, m ¦. r letting go, but kc-f
ing the strong« t hand he knows how t
,,-. Then people will think more high!
oí him »a h good man. Jf ho is ulway
.oft, th«-y will not understand him. Th
bumafl heart I* mysteriou«.. The uppe
«Ua«-.»,«.» do not In their hearts care for
mild coarse of conduct. In associfttio
with tbeni a »píríf oí determination, is nee.
cd, particularly nvw.

"1 was sorry that wc could not be alone
at our last breakfast together. The children
wanted to be then-, too. Poor Xenia it he

.ar's sister) i: U> be pitied. Her daughterhas married herself into a worthless and
vicious family and taken a husband who is
beneath her. I think she has gone far
wrong. Flow much sorrow and sufferingthere is in the world now! A great heart
pain torments humanity and there seems
to be no end to it.

"I wish we could find a way to live in
quiet and peace. .May it be granted us tohe strong and struggle forward on our thorny
way, forward to a radiant goal! I hope youwill not have any difficulties with Alexiev andthat you can soon come back. This is not a
selfish hope. I understand only too well bowthe 'bellowing mob' acts when you are near.
They aro afraid of you now and they mustbe made still more afraid of you. Therefore,wherever y_ou go they must tremble before
you. Among the cabinet ministers, too,
you arc a power and a leader. Come, back
soon.

"You sec what I ask of you is not foi
my own sake and not at all for Bebc'f
pake, because we know you keep us in youithoughts all the time. i know the dutjthat takes you away from us and that now
you arc needed there much more, than hereSo then, as quick as you can clear up youiaffairs be good and come back here, b*March 1, when I hope that all will be a;it ought to be.
"Come home. Your wife .your helpmeet stands on watch back of the fronl

; It is true she cannot do much. But alwho have been near by know she is yousupporter.
"My eyes ache with tears. I am goinfrom the station straight for JungfuMarie's church, because it is there wc havalways been together. This will quiet an

strengthen me, and I shall pray God fc
you, my angel.

"Ah, my God, how I love you! Alwa;.
more and more, my love for you is as dec
as the sea. My affcctioij for you is in
mea 'urablc.
"Sleep «luiet. Don't coujih. The chan*of climate will help you to a better healt

May white angels protect you! Christ
with you and Mother Mary will never lea'
you. Our friend (Rasputin) has committi
us to his guardianship. I send you n
blessing and embrace you tight, and re
your tireil head against my breast. O
it will bo bitter for me with the nighalone.
"You arc without sun and sunshine, b

all of rny warm, burning love enfolds yo
you my only. Light, of my life, my treasii
¦riven me from Almighty God, know n
arm», arc around you and my lips .tou
youi We are always together and
"¦hall never be parted. Goodby, my doa
Come back soon. He good, go to Moth
Mary's church, where 1 have so oft
¿rayed for you."

covenant, in ils pre:eut. form, bring ac
curity to the nation? But whereas
French opinion is divided on Ihe point
(Capus answers the quest ion in the af¬
firmative, Pertinax emphatically in the
negative), the German answer ; a

unanimous No. Professor Walter
.Schucking, who was appointed member
of the German peace delegation, de¬
clares in the "Frankfurter Zeitung"
(February L-8) that "as long as we are
not included in this league it is nothing
but a colossal alliance directed against
us, as every threat, or danger of ag¬
gression is made a common concern of
the entire membership." And before
Germany is permitted to join, those al¬
ready members may fix conditions in a
one-sided fashion; above all, they have
the power of limiting armaments for the
candidate for admission without consult¬
ing il, whereas inside of the league the.
limit is set by agreement of the members.

It is in Article 8, providing for the
limitation of armaments, that the great¬
est danger for Germany is discerned.
Professor Sehücking savs:
"Instead of setting a general standard of

reduction, say, to 25 per cent of the pre¬
war military and naval footing, as in the
project drafted by the German Society for
International Law, the geographical situa¬
tion and other circumstances are to he
taken into account in each case. This pro¬
vision, when operated by a majority hos¬
tile to us, contains a menace. Naturally, if
carried out loyally by an impartial in¬
stance, nobody benefits more by it than
ourselves."
The above quoted editorial of the

1 "Frankfurter Zeitung" for Februar*, 18
is even more outspoken:

'¦ l'«> put it brieflj, I- rai ci appeal
be prepared for an honorab radical
d ¡armamenl. Rat her, ht re to be no
doubt that H Is procisel*, Frai '- prom-

t. herself great advantage reg
ulution that in limiting lamen e

geographical position of ;. country shall be
con idcred. Then he poi ition of [''ranee
will be found in Paris to he far more un-
favorable than that of Gi rniany.

"If one considers that ho hinl aboul
naval disarmament is concealed in an in¬
tricate wording, that furthermore the. omi¬
nous executive council has the power to
fix the limit of armament through majority
vote in a different key for each country,
that finally 'in countries in which the con¬
trol of the traffic iin arms and ammunition)
is necessary in the common interest,' such
control is assigned to the league: then
ono begins to sec the fulness of injustice
that threatens Germany in all these ques¬
tions if Wilson is unable, to restrain the
bellicose spirit of the neighbors of our
German republic."

Similarly, the "Vorwärts" recognizes
in Article <S the express desire "to so-
sure power forever for those now pow¬
erful and to keep those now powerless
forever impotent." On the other hand,
the Socialist organ admits that "this will
depend also on the spirit of execution
and other circumstances now indeter¬
minable."
The "Berliner Neueste Nachrichten"

(February 1.7) says:
"A tendency of tutelage is to he discerned

in Article 8, which . . . expressly stipu-

!' ration of th" geographical
position and other circumstances of eacn

g th« lirnii of armaments.
"1 ¡I ,«i prccl lely a m« mber of the

e, to wit : France, winch, of all
European states, considers herself as spe-

tl rcatoned? Should France he (.rant-
el a higher standard of national arma-
n cnl than :;i«- rest of European states, the

not only wield the word of
decision, it, through France's superior
power, the longest arm in Europe as well.
i\ would happi n if he-,de- Germany also
a number of other states take the position
that only a plenary meeting is entitled to
discuss and draft the constitution of the
league? Will the victors bow hefore this
demand of morality, or will they declare
the league already in existence, and make
the admission to their' private establish¬
ment dependent upon a two-thirds vote,
which they will always be in the position
to employ, through their own numerical
strength and through their retinue of eco-
on ¡c vassals, whenever they want to usher

in a state agreeable to them, while it will
be extremely difficult for a country not
member of the executive to secure the two-
thirds vote for a state enjoying (he dis¬
favor of the 'high council'?''

All the^c objections and apprehen-
t ¡mis notwithstanding. "Vorwärts" rec¬
ognizes a distinct advance upon the old
condition in Cue adoption of the arbi¬
tration principle :

"To be sure, it would lake a strong faith
to expect that the decision will always
coincide with the demands of pure inter¬
national justice. Yet the recognition of the
majority principle in settling international
disputes signifies an advance toward rea¬
son, as it makes possible, to reach through

_._._...._ , ,....__. --.; ...- "^'"¿ "^m/"
The Review has given its readers, from time to time, various pictorial reports concerning the mood andwhereabouts of Wilhelm's former partner, the good old German Golr. He was last pictured in these col¬umns as offering his services to the Soldiers and Workers' Council, whose members he addressed as "Kam¬erad." That report emanated from Switzerland. But according to the latest cartoon bulletins, this couldhardly have been authentic; for wc now see him i:i the act oí departing for his home in Paradise (see stickeron satchel), bidding farewell to the lachrymose former Kaiser, whoso posture is humbleness itself comparedwith that shown in the picture at the top o» the page, in the iattei' we see him at the height oí hi:, militaryreverse», approaching Gott in a very great fury, shouting: "You're !îred!" This cartoon is from "The Colum¬bus Evening Dispatch," while the lower cartoon comes from "II 420," Florence.

a I.elles: method the decision which
would in all probability ref.uk from
a bloody proceeding. . Arbitration
will not eliminate international rivalry, but
¡I will place it on a higher level of civiliza
t ion, just as the elections to the national
assembly represent a higher level Mian does
street fighting between government troops
and iSpartacists. Majority does not mean
intrinsic truth or justice, simply a legal
force which ore is sensible enough to rec¬

le ithout waiting for tangible proof
of its superiority."

It is another question whether Ger¬
many can trust the methods of arbitra-
tion provided for in the covenant. Pro-
fessor Schiicking, in the article quoted
above, deplores that.

"although the entire development of inter-
national law has led to the demand for an

j impartial tribunal to adjudicate political
disputes of states, although all along the
line the cry has been for taking politics out
from the procedure of international media-
tion as this, when exercised by tlfc gov-
ernments themselves, always took the char
acter of prejudiced Intervention.in spite
of all this, the Taris statute transfers media
tion to an executive council, composed as ;

purely diplomatic authority from the reprcj sentatives of the five great powers an.
those of foul- other states designated b;
the body of delegates."

The Hague correspondent of the "Ber
j liner Tageblatt" has the same danger i:
mind when he warns against appoint
ing, as proposed, the ambassadors of tin
several powers into the executive coun
eil. "The interests which the executiv1
council is supposed to serve," he say?
"are, as Wilson himself has pointed oui
profoundly different from the diplomat!
relations of one country to another.
Such "personal union between the pos
of an ambassador and that of a reprc
sentative on the executive council" woul<
substantiate the charge that the leagu
of nations is nothing but. the Holy Alii
anee restored.

it may seem curious that the clause
relating to colonial rule and the manda
tary system do not cause much excit(
ment. The Hague correspondent of th
"Berliner Tageblatt" merely points 01
that the plan of mandataries is pred.termined by the different forms of Brilish rule in various parts «if the worh
and cees in its acceptance a distinct Briish victory. The "Frankfurter Zeitungdismisses the topic with the remark th*the covenant strives to cover the the]of he German colonies with a fig lea

A very strong note is sounded b"Vorwärts" in reference to Article _!ithe "labor clause," H quotes the pr<vision in full:
"The high contracting parties will eideavor to secure and maintain fuir ai

humane conditions of labor for ra8.
'

| and children, both in their own c»»J *****%hi all countries to which their t0£"u*land industrial relations extend- and '''Iend agree to establish as part of the 2 Î?!:^L;;!'«he,e,gue,pcrmancJ^-
askI_hat úocs u mca,v' "Vo^
"that 'the high contracting parUe8 .,.deavor, etc., etc.? it means Ich« than Iing; it means that the demands of Îfî'1and Berne have as little chance to?! Ifavor before the league of nation, . ,?¦exhaustive proposal prepared by the C. I
man government for the peace conferí
"One asks in astonishment, What mthe standing of the working das, ¡¡V |

I Entente countries, since it is still poasiï'to treat its demands in such fashion' ait must be averred that the pregem «T
man government exhibits a hundred tin
more understanding for th« demand« '¦
English, American and French workers th°.the Entente chieftain?, founders 0f &league, who dare to brush aside tit tvneeds, cares and desires of the prolcUr twith a politely .sarcastic gesture,

'

The founders seem to have overlooked ¡klfact that the future of the lPague of .,tions depends not on the progress of a,.\talistic business, but on the wcllbeiaTrflthe working populations. A fundamenta: Icontrast obtains here between the view' ¦§the men who 'over there' still ml.
,, ,

uie aj,c mthose ascendant on our side, a contra«' &which is destined to play a nigniñenn-'ír«ue both in the making and the future t'ithe league."
"A compromise between Wilsonian 1idealism and the materialism of others"!

is the league covenant as the German Ï
press sees it."a compromise between!the Wilsonian programme based on tWhonest cooperation of the peoplesttlast!cured of armament fever and alliance|psychose on the one hand, and the lega:, iistieally quibbling project of the Freud
government, intent upon the becuring«>f war spoils ami the perpetuation cf
the present. anti-German coalition on the
other," says the "Frankfurter Zeitunj.''And, according tu this newspaper, the
"ultimate reproach" to the Paria project
is that "il reckons too much with mo-
menta ry and passing aims; that it is de¬
termined much nmre by the French spin:of revenir'' than by Wilson's will to the
commonwealth. France and Englandthink too much in the term of to-day.That is, perhaps, the reason why a few*
days after the close of the Socialist con-l
ference at Ferne the rulers of the West¬
ern states appear before the peoples with
a scheme in which international cooper¬ation in production and in distribution)of raw materials is not mentioned withi!
single word. . . . Hpwever, let uigwait in calmness a few months; the dice j
arc not cast yet." . . .

Where Conscience
Does Not Stir

AGLIMPSE into that "mystery of
mysteries," the Russian sou!, is
gained from a letter written
by a German officer, on duty in

Kiev, the capital of the Ukraine, to his
brother, a Lutheran minister in West¬
ern Germany. The officer was in chargeof the jail where the slayers of General
Eichhorn, the German Governor of the
Ukraine, were imprisoned, and in this
capacity he had occasion to talk with a
Russian girl, one of the accomplices of
the assassination. The letter was pub¬lished in the "Frankfurter Zeitung." It
reads:
"Dear Brother:
"Outside the gates of Kiev the fight be¬

tween the Hetman's troops and the peasantrebels (alias Bolsheviki) is still ragingit's the third day of bombardment. \Vc are
neutral for the time being. It is a damned
hide we are in.the most critical stage of
the whole world war. Just the same, we
are smoking our pipes and look forward
with a fatalistic indifference to whatever
may coyie. 1 have faced similar situations
before and 1 never despaired.
"As I was making my rounds to-day in the

headquarters building, f visited the jaiwhere the political prisoners are keptThey are separated in a row of cells.
stopped in front of a corner cell, occupie«.by a woman who participated in the Eichhorn murder. I peered through the littliwindow. Khe was lying on her berth, doubled up I thought she was asleep."She notices me and raises her head fo
a minute. The floor of the cell is littere.with books in a vase there are two chrysanthemums. Woman, what on earth havI to do with you?
"The guard reports to me she paces hecell nervously. 1 look straight into he

eyes through the little window.
"'You are reading books?'
" 'Yes.'
" 'What kind?'
"'They're all Russian.'
'"'Where did you learn to speak Germa

so well '."
" 'At cchool.'
"'Have you ever been in Germany?'
" 'No.'
" 'Arc you Russian '."
"'My parents arc Russian. My fatherdead my mother lives in Moscow. Sheold and lonesome for me. She ¡a waitiiand waiting, and I can't go and bee her.

can fee! her sorrow.'
"'I have a mother, too. Yes, if one.hasmother'
"'What philosophy did you start ofrom ?' 1 ask abruptly.
"Mie smiles, her eyes brighten: 'KaiIt's bib idoas. Nothing i» more beautifthan to live for ideas.'
"'We Germane also value Kant hi|

How on earth did you start out fro« Kurt
ami end by becoming a terroi "

"'Well, if you would live in Russia.
If you :-. , how the people are < ppressed tú
tortured'

"'And do you think that you «-an help
the people m the way you go about it, b/
tenor? Would it not be better tu v/rifslowly, set up schools and improve thmi
by and »by?'
"'No use you have to open their cyesJ|through deeds.'
"'Don't you know Kant's word about t_.|conscience in us and the starry heaven, abo*.

and about the"She supplements: "Yc.
categorical imperative.'
"'What does your conscience .sy'
"'It does not stir. To live in the ideo# 1

the most beautiful life in the world.'
"T shall write this to my brother; he al»»]is a believer in Kant, and a minister.'
"Her eyes shine as she smiles; one all

see her pretty teeth. All of a sudden I sa*|
'Still, Eichhorn was a good man.'
"'He was terribly cruel. He oppresdfl

the peasant.-.'
" 'Eichhorn was a p .- r, relat«

through his- mother to Schelling. Do yc:
know Schelling?'

" 'Yes.'
"The turn of the talk

impressed her deeply. She darker- r''
ceptibly. What thought may have crossed
her mind ?

" 'How old are you '."
"'Thirty.'
"Tan you still frei joy'.' Can you look

at the skies? Are you unhappy?'
'No, I am not unhappy. But my moth«

in Moscow, she is waiting, she old.'
" 'Have ;, ou ever thought about death?'
" 'Yes, often. But still, and forever, th

idea is everything. Wc worship life, b'-:
we do not fear death. You see, when *.

throw a bomb we do not run away. H ;*

may hit the other fellow, it may just«:
well hit ourselves.'

" 'Can you sing?'
" 'Why, surely."
" 'Do you know Gerrnin song.-,."
"'A few Lorelei, for instance,'
" 'Oh, Heine'..'
" 'Yes.'
"'My home is where that song came fr**

-on the Rhine. The French arc the«
now.'

" 'Yes, Germany has suffered much.'
"I drop my glance, look at her again «^

say: 'Goodby. I hope to sec you agarü.'
"She answers: 'And I hope to «.« ?"*

too.'
'.Hoar Brother: The idea and ,hl

mother. I huve. been through rough thing?
these four years, but to-night I went hom'
deeply shaken. To-night ¡I was re>e»'^
to me for the first time how an idea rip*1
or wrong may be everything in a In"""
life. Yes, this Russia does exist, aitcv *!!.
"The mail has not arrived yet
"With true love,

YOUR «.".i


